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Mr. and Mrs, Perry Burgess, photographed they sailed from New York board Vulcania Italian Line, 
September 18, for Barcelona attend the Madrid Congress, Mr. Burgess President the Leonard Wood 
Memorial, and author the prize-winning novel “Who Walk Alone” and “Born Those Years.” From Mad- 

rid, Mr. and Mrs, Burgess will travel India, and the Philippines visit Hansen’s disease 
communities and outposts. 
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Hansen’s Disease Has New Status The 


The historic Jesus Hilfe Leprosy 
Home Jerusalem, founded 1865 
the Moravian Church the United 
Kingdom, was transferred 1951 
the control the Israel Government 
mutual arrangement and consent. The 
Moravian Sisters, Protestant Order, 
who served the Home devotedly for 
many years, have left. The Government 
Israel has assumed full responsibility 
and the Home now officially called 
the “Hansen Hospital.” 


The sick are longer inmates 
asylum, kept strictly isolated till 
the end their days; they are patients, 
whose condition must improved, and 
who have good chance discharge. 

Little the way medical care had 
formerly been made available the few 
dozen patients—mainly Arabs—who-were 
looked after the Order. Most Jews 
But when Sister Ogelina, who had spent 
over forty years her life tending the 
patients, left with the other nuns, the 
Home was taken over expert medi- 
cal people. Hadassah doctors provide the 
medical care, the Ministry Health 
pays for the upkeep the institution, 
and two the nurses are Danish Chris- 
tians. 

Moravian Sisters were unfailing- 
kind but with the negligible grant 
from the British authorities, there was 
little they could The local Arab 
physician visited the patients once 
week; but had access the Health 
Department, which ignored the Home 
completely. Not once the thirty years 
British rule Palestine did in- 
spector pass through the creaking green 
gate between those who take the hand- 
and those who never know the warmth 
human contact, Not once did in- 
spector walk through the cool flagstone 
the well-scrubbed hospital 
lessen the patients’ feeling abandon- 
ment, Today, with the Hadassah Medi- 
cal Organization charge the Hospi- 
tal, the degrading sense isolation has 
vanished. Thanks the introduction 
new sulfone drugs, the condition the 
patients has improved. This, course, 
has had considerable psychological ef- 
fect. 

Voluntary Hospitalization 


many countries people with Han- 
sen’s disease hide themselves because 
laws requiring the incarceration all 
patients. When the question such leg- 
islation was raised the State Israel, 
Hadassah’s Dermatology Department 
dissuaded the government from passing 
detrimental the country and the 
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New State Israel 


patients. Where such law does 
exist, the afflicted surrender themselves 
only when the advanced stages the 
disease; they are then the most difficult 
cases treat. 


The hospital now teaching hospital 
the Hebrew University Medical Sshool, with 
all specialized departments the school 


its disposal. Dr. Sagher (center) shown 
discussing case with medical students. All 
patients undergo clinical, bacteriological, 
histological and immunologic tests. 
Studies U.S. 

Prague-born Felix Sagher, Chief 
Physician the Department Derma- 
tology the Hadassah Medical Organ- 
ization, now charge the Hansen 
Hospital, has been Jerusalem for the 
past years. 1948 was the 
United States scholarship from the 
Hadassah University Hospital study 
American teaching methods and take 
back experience gained. spent some 
time the Mayo Clinic, Minn., and the 
Skin and Cancer Clinic, N.Y., and 
visited Carville for week observe 
treatment and administrative methods. 

Unfounded Prejudice 

Dr. Sagher explained that so-called 
leprosy disease about which there 
the greatest unfounded prejudice. 
said that the disease has very low per- 
centage contagion, and that the cause 
this deep-rooted prejudice which 
strong among Jews, can traced back 
the Bible, because the many ref- 
erences tzaraat. Ironically, the tzaraat 
described the Bible not “leprosy,” 
but general term for skin eruptions, 

Social Advances 

Sagher proposed change the 
home hospital attract patients. 
result, people turned who asked 
Here, patients receive the best mod- 
treatment, also food, clothing, shel- 
ter and entertainment, The patients are 
given the feeling that they are important 
and need not isolated from the com 
munity. 

Clothes are provided through the 
Israel Social Services. Good food and 
comfortable living conditions are assured 


Kibitzing the chess game 


Government subsidy more than 
half pound per day per patient, each 
whom also receives pocket money. 
For some, this allotment the Govern- 
ment Israel the first money their 
own they have had years. The Gov- 
ernment has begun pay small sums 
encourage the patients work the 
garden about the house. patient 
teacher for the children. Rabbi calls 
regularly conduct the Sabbath and 
holiday services. With 
sion, many patients travel wherever they 
want—the cinema, shopping, 

Stress laid making the beautiful 
old, but cold and dark, buildings friend- 
and habitable, and providing rec- 
reation for the more than patients. 
The age the patients from 
over 75. They come from all corners 
the world. With the exception two 
men, all the Arabs have left for the Old 
City, and their place Jewish patients, 
mainly new immigrants, have been ad- 
mitted. But, there are patients who have 
spent many years the home. 

How such changed atmosphere can 
brought about was clearly shown one 
day during Hanukkah week, when 
double ceremony was held the hospi- 
tal: three the boys celebrated their 
Bar Mitzvah (Confirmation) early 
the morning, and the afternoon all 
ambulatory patients took part am- 
bitious Hanukkah program, watched 
fifty-five invited guests and members 
the staff. (Hanukkah the traditional 
Jewish Festival Lights, the Feast 
Dedication, lasting for days, beginning 
about December 25, commemorates 
the re-dedication the Temple Jeru- 
salem 165 B.C. The legend Hanuk- 
kah told the Apocryphal books 
the Old Testament entitled Maccabees) 

For the first time many years, the 
patients had been working for 
pose—to give pleasure others, They 
had spent many weeks preparing their 
costumes and learning their roles, and 
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ISRAEL 


the three boys, Asher, Nissim, and Za- 
hariya, had received special instructions 
for the great day when they would 
regarded adults. 

Never were there many outsiders 
visiting these people, whose quarters 
been out bounds. 
Their guests included physicians 
Hadassah; department chiefs the Min- 
istry Health; ladies who were greatly 
interested their progress and who 
brought along clothing, books 
and reporters from the press. 


Youngsters Play 


Mrs. Madeline Lewin-Epstein, who 
went Palestine with the first Hadassah 
Medical group 1918 and now work- 
ing with the patients volunteer, took 
special pleasure watching the enter- 
tainment. She greatly loved the 
patients. The children the hospital 
are Mrs. Lewin-Epstein’s special favor- 
ites. “Our patients are happy,” she says, 
“the children adorable, one little girl 
perfect beauty.” Mrs. Lewin-Epstein col- 
lects games, toys, and books 
ords for the patients, and has even found 
them gramophone. 

The patients had the feeling that 
“maybe these people are not afraid 
visit our rooms, are not sick after 
and afterwards, over their latka din- 
ner which the women patients had pre- 
pared themselves, they discussed the 
rather eventful day. They decided re- 
peat the show for those who had been 
unable come—people such Profes- 
sor Dostrovsky, Dean the Hebrew 
University, Hadassah Medical School 
and head its Dermatological Depart- 
ment, who was ill. 

True, some patients whose faces were 
slightly disfigured the disease had 
coaxed out their rooms join the 
party, but they quickly overcame their 
shyness when they found that nobody 
was staring them and that everybody 
regarded them normal human beings. 

During the ceremony, Dr. Sagher 
promised new furniture make the liv- 
ing quarters cozier, and program 
occupational therapy. “We want the pa- 


tients get the feeling that they are 

useful members the community,” 

emphasized. And Syman, head 

social medicine the Ministry 

Health, promised structural changes 

the buildings, provide more comfort, 
Medical Progress 


1952 fifteen patients were dis- 
charged from the Hansen Hospital, 
criteria,” says Dr. Sagher, about the 
same everywhere but are less rig- 
orous since patient may leave anyway 
wants and stays only because 
try give him the best can.” 


Dr. Sagher reports they are using DDS 
(the parent sulfone), Sulfetrone, and 
Diasone. They are also using “with great 
various 
and, states, results seem 
better than those mentioned the liter- 
ature.” Chaulmoogra oil is. used only 
very exceptionally. 

Past, Present and Future 


The number cases mandatory 
was not precisely known. The 

Jews affected shortly before 
the end the mandate was about 
and the proportion Jewish Arab 
cases was believed about the same 
the proportion the population: 
one Jew two Arabs. There have al- 
ways been number endemic foci 
the country, particularly the old towns 
and settlements, such Tiberias, Safed, 
and the old city Jerusalem, where 
Jews and Arabs formerly lived close 
contact. Since the end the mandate 
the number cases the indigenous 
population has not increased 
proportion Jewish Arab patients 
has remained the same; however, num- 
ber new cases has been brought 
with the great immigration from neigh- 
boring countries, particularly from Tur- 
key, the Yemen, Iraq, and Kurdistan. 
present Israel there are about 
known cases among the Jews and there 
believed similar number un- 
detected. Some patients are being treated 
the dispensaries various hospitals 
private physicians. 

hoped the future transform 
the hospital into agricultural com- 
munity with hospital department for 
observation acutely ill patients. 

* * 
NOTE: This article compilation 
material from the Hadassah Newsletter 
(Hadassah the women’s Zionist organ- 
ization America); the quarterly called 
the International Journal Leprosy; 
and from survey the health services 
Israel, edited Professor Theodore 
Grushka, Foreign Letters, Journal 
the American Medical Association, 1953. 
had the material brought 
date through personal correspondence 
with Dr, 


KOINONIA PROJECT 


When the Isthmian Line’s Meir 
Dizengoff sailed from the port New 
Orleans for Israel, October board 
were two cases books shipped from 
Carville consigned the patients the 
Hansen’s Hospital, Jerusalem. Alcoa 
Line’s Pilgrim, had sailed September 
carrying two cases books from Car- 
ville the patients Mahaica 
hospital, Demerara, British Guiana. 

The books, 100 case, were mis- 
cellaneous assortment novels, biog- 
rapy and travel stories. These books 
were overflow from 
library and were duplicates many 
the shelves here. They had been stor- 
age. the Hansen’s Hospital Israel, 
the books from Carville mark the 
beginning new patient’s library. 
Mahaica Hospital the books will 
story frame building which served 
movie theater and dining hall for the 
patients there, burned the ground last 
March. The building contained all 
their recreational equipment and libra- 

THE STAR sparked the idea send- 
ing the books Israel and British Gui- 
ana one our Koinonia projects and 
received courteous and generous co- 
operation right down the line. The 
books were selected and packed under 
the supervision Thomas Rick- 
man, Jr., local director community 
activities, and transported New Or- 
leans the hospital truck. Farrell Ship- 
ping Co., New Orleans, whose own serv- 
ices were gratis, made all arrangements 
with the steamship lines and both Isth- 
mian and Alcoa followed ex- 
ample and handled the shipments freight 
free. were referred the Farrell 
Shipping Company Mr. Woolfolk, 
oil broker Baton Rouge, whom Frank 
Nesom had contacted for us. Delta Sig- 
Epsilon Sorority, member Na- 
tional Panhellenic Congress, offerred 
financial assistance needed. all 
these friends, express our warm ap- 
preciation. 

you are puzzled the word 
nia,” let explain its meaning was 
explained the Koinonia Founda- 
tion, Baltimore, Md. “Koinonia (coy-no- 
NEE-ah) word from the classical 
Greek, meaning FRIENDSHIP, FEL- 
LOWSHIP PARTNERSHIP and COM- 
MUNION. appears number times 
the New Testament, its Greek root 
meaning ‘holding common’.” You will 
reading the word Koinonia this pa- 
per from now and almost every is- 
sue, seems natural for the projects 
sponsored THE STAR for pa- 
tients other countries for whom 
have strong fellow-feeling. 
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Early Report From Madrid 


Impressive opening session the Madrid Congress held the Assembly the 
Council (advisory) Scientific Research was attended more than 400 
people from countries. Carville’s Sister Hilary Ross and Sister Laura Stricker are 
seen the front row. (Photo—Muno, Abada, Madrid) 


With the Director General Health 
and Sanitation for the government 
Spain. Jose Palanca, presiding, 
“The Sixth International Congress 
Leprosy,” opened Madrid, Octo- 
ber The Congress was scheduled 
run through October 10. appeared 
though the daily sessions would 
jammed more than 350 scientific pa- 
pers various phases Hansen’s dis- 
ease had been submitted for presenta- 
tion, addition many special com- 
mittee meetings. 


the opening program, Dr. Felix 
Contreras, Medical Superintendent 
Fontilles Hospital and secretary the 
Organizing Committee for the Congress, 
gave the address welcome. Dr. 
Windsor Wade, Culion, president the 
“International Leprosy Association,” 
sponsor the Congress, responded. Dr. 
Giaquinto, observer for the World 
Health Organization the United Na- 
tions, conveyed appreciation the Span- 
ish government for helping make the 
Congress possible. reviewed the ac- 
tivities WHO and the work this or- 
ganization doing Hansen’s disease. 
Other speakers were: Dr. Dubois 
the Belgian Congo; Dr. Romero Mal- 
donado, Bogato, Columbia, South Amer- 
ica, representing the members Span- 
ish speaking countries; Lovek, who 
spoke for all the members the Eng- 
lish speaking countries and Dr. Salozar 
who spoke for all the members 
the Portuguese speaking countries. The 
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closing remarks were given Dr, Pa- 
Also the rostrum were Dr. Er- 
nest Muir, England, Secretary-Treasurer 
the I.L.A.; Dr. Gay Prieto, Spain, and 
Dr. Sainz the Belgian Congo. 

Classification, Therapy, Immunology 
and Control were the four official top- 
ics the Congress and the early order 
business was concerned with the appoint- 
ment members committees each 
these topics. Dr. Wolcott, Car- 
ville’s clinical director, served the 
therapy committee, and Sister Hilary 
Ross, Carville’s biochemist, was ap- 
pointed the committee immun- 
ology. paper “Unusual Exacerba- 
tions that Occur Under Sulfone Ther- 
co-authored Dr. Wolcott and 
Sister Hilary, was scheduled read 
the doctor, Dr. James Doull, Wash- 
ington, Medical Director the Leonard 
Wood Memorial, served the commit- 
tee Epidemiology and Control, 

addition the committees men- 
tioned, special committee the so- 
cial aspects Hansen’s disease was 
formed. Named this committee were 
Dr. Harry Arnold, Honolulu; Dr. Fe- 
Contreras, Dr. Romero Maldonado; 
Dr. Martinez Kleiser, Dr, Etinne Mon- 
testruc and Perry Burgess, president 
the Leonard Wood was Mr. 
Rurgess who prevailed upon officials 
the Congress create such committee, 
realizing the social and rehab- 
ilitation problems Hansen’s disease 
differ various countries, 


was felt that discussion this import- 
ant aspect Hansen’s disease in- 
ternational level would accomplish much 
even only bring about better un- 
gested approaches The delibera- 
tions and conclusions this committee 
hold interest for THE STAR 
eagerly await news its recom- 
mendations. 

this written, the only direct news 
have had from the Congress, other 
than that given here (from Madrid 
paper, Oct. was contained 
letter from Sisters Hilary and Laura. 
“There are number people here 
from the States, possibly thirty more. 
Eleanor Jackson here, and was happy 
meet Sister Marie Suzanne.” 

Dr. Eleanor Alexander Jackson, Re- 
search Bacteriologist, Laboratory For the 
Study Proliferative diseases, The Pres- 
byterian Hospital, Newark, N.J., has 
done considerable work Hansen’s dis- 
ease, far know her claim have 
grown the Hansen’s bacillus new 


method has not been officially recog- 


nized. 


Sister Marie Suzanne, Marist sister, 
now stationed the Roman Higher 
Health Institute, the latest scientist 
reported have cultivated the Han- 
sen’s bacillus (see page 4). Another 
attending the Congress 
was Sister Mary Magdalena, physician 
from the Hansen’s Home, Jamaica. She 
was delegate the government 
Jamaica. 

THE STAR took upon itself 
alert Associated Press, United Press and 
International News Service bureaus 
Madrid regarding the Madrid Congress 
but date have seen nothing about 
the United States press. 

* * * 

Dr. Eugene Kellersberger, New 
York, general secretary the American 
Missions, Inc., enroute attend the 
Madrid Congress filled speaking en- 
gagement Zurich, where gave 
lecture German before the Swiss Aux- 
iliary the British Mission, Dr, Kellers- 
berger was scheduled read paper 
Madrid. Another American the Con- 
gress program was Dr. Clarke Gray, 
biochemist the Leonard Wood Mem- 
orial, Harvard. Dr. Gray has been do- 
ing research work Hansen’s disease 
with Dr. John Hanks, Leonard Wood 
Memorial his six 
weeks tour Europe, Dr. Gray will 
visit laboratories Rome Milan, Bar- 
celona and Paris, and 
confer with scientists doing research 
the metabolism and chemotherapy 
Hansen’s disease and tuberculosis. 


NEW VACCINE DISCOVERY FOR 
REPORTED 


Prevention Hansen’s disease may 
now possible, thanks important 
new medical discovery missionary 
nun, according news dispatch from 
Rome (October 9). 


She Sister Marie Suzanne the 
Missionary Sisters the Society Mary, 
who has succeeeded cultivating new 
germ from which vaccine has been 
prepared that has already shown prom- 
ising Her research into Han- 
sen’s disease began some years ago 
when she left her native France 
Makogai the Fiji Islands. There she 
and one other nun built small hos- 
pital for patients. the time she 
left Makogai years later the hospital 
had been expanded care for 900 per- 
sons and was among the largest and 
best equipped the world for the treat- 
ment Hansen’s disease. Following her 
return France, because her experi- 
ence with Hansen’s disease the Pa- 
cific, she was asked serve the staff 
St. Louis hospital Paris. From St. 
Louis she went the Pasteur Institute, 
one the world’s greatest research cen- 
ters, where she remained for four years. 
After leaving the Pasteur Institute, Sis- 
ter Marie Suzanne went Lyons. 


One her patients was French mis- 
sionary, Father Chauvire, who had de- 
veloped Hansen’s disease Africa. 
offered himself the nun “guinea 
pig.” Later, result the excellent 
care, the priest regained his health and 
returned the missions, 


There sequel Sister’s work that 
laden with hope. vaccine has been 
prepared from the new germ which has 
been tested extensively Africa. has 
produced healthy children reaction 
obtained only those who have had 
and been cured Hansen’s disease, in- 
dicating that the vaccinated children are 
now probably immune it. has been 
given persons with advanced case 
the disease with promising results, 
showing that may have therapeutic, 
well preventive value. 


Sister Marie Suzanne was scheduled 
report her research work 
the International Congress Microbi- 
ology meeting Rome, Sept. 6-12, prior 
the Madrid Congress. Sister Marie 
Suzanne read her paper Rome 
highly doubtful that she will per- 
mitted read before the Madrid 
Congress, which, understand, con- 
siders only such papers not previously 
presented, But hoped that the Con- 
gress will some way recognize Sister 
Marie’s work and recommend that 
checked other scientists. could 

discovery, 


STAR—GAZING MADRID CONGRESS 


Dr. Harry Arnold, Jr., the Straub 
Clinic, Honolulu, was delegate 
the Madrid Congress. Dr. Arnold 
the author new book which has 
titled “Modern Concepts Leprosy” 
published this June Fisher Corpin, 
Honolulu....Father Joseph Sweeney, “Big 
Joe” was invited attend the Madrid 
Congress the guest Perry Burgess. 
Father Sweeney, mission- 
returned the United States 
August from Red China. was ousted 
the communists. has been the 
Far East for thirty years and for the 
twenty years has been charge 
the Gate Heaven community 
Kwangtung Province, South China. 
has seen his hospital closed for the 
third time....No International Congress 
with Hansen’s disease would 
seem complete without the pres- 
ence Anderson Weaver Rio 
Janerio. Mrs, Weaver recognized 
internationally for her work Brazil 
the head the Federation So- 
cieties for Social Assistance Hansen’s 
disease patients and her work there has 
been used pattern other coun- 
tries. Mr. and Mrs. Weaver came the 
states for conference with Mr. Bur- 
before leaving for Madrid, 


AFIP EXHIBIT PRIZE WINNER 


The Armed Forces Institute of. Path- 
ology, Washington, had exhibit 
the recent meeting the Academy 
Ophthalmology Chicago. One section 
the exhibit displayed sixteen color 
photos, four which were concerned 
with eye involvement Hansen’s dis- 
ease. The section won first prize the 
most important and interesting scienti- 
fic exhibit. 


SPECIALIST DIES 


ialist the treatment Hansen’s dis- 
ease died September 19, his home 
Miami, Florida. 

Dr. Fernandez, who was awarded 
decoration the Netherlands for his 
work with patients Dutch Guina, 
came Miami four years ago from 
Curacao, Dutch West Indies. 


NOTICE 


THE telephone number 
Carville 1602. can reached our 
offices Monday through Friday from 
may reached Carville 1602 until 
Noon. person person call 
Saturday afternoon Sunday over Car- 
ville 1611 will bring the telephone 
receive your call. 


PERRY BURGESS 
SURGEONS 


Before leaving for Madrid, Mr. and 
Mrs. Perry Burgess, Geneva, Ohio, flew 
out Reno where Mr. 
dressed the Fourth Annual meeting 
the Reno Surgical Society with at- 
tendance numbering well over 200 doc- 
tors from all parts the United States, 

The Nevada State-Journal, Reno (Au- 
gust 21) reporting the meeting said, 
“Final speaker the 
Perry Burgess, president the Leonard 
Wood Memorial. Though his subject 
was not specifically the field sur- 
gery brought interesting message 
the doctors Hansen’s disease. 


estimated that some five million 


throughout the world suffer from the 
disease various stages, and that 
percent these have attention. 


“Specifically, however, called 
the assembled doctors and the public 
large cast out the fear, superstition 
and stigma that surrounds the disease 
and learn the truth, that ‘is 
chronic ailment less communicable than 
most.’ For years, continued, there 
has been such superstition and such 
connected with the disease that those 
who have suffer more from the 
cruel attitude the public than they ac- 
tually suffer from the disease itself. 


“He explained that the General Leon- 
ard Wood Memorial Foundation, which 
began raising funds 1925 and actual- 
went into the research field 1930, 
the only organization its kind at- 
tempting really find out all can 
about Hansen’s disease order 
bring about immunization 
ment, Impetus for the Foundation was 
given Leonard Wood when served 
Governor-General the Philippines. 
All funds are raised the U.S. but are 
expended international basis 
the field and laboratory work.” 


DR. KIM NAMED KALAUPAPA POST 


Dr, Kim has been appointed 
the Territorial Board Health Han- 
sen’s disease physician the 
Settlement the Island Molokai, 
Hawaii. Dr. Kim assumed his new post 
September succeeding Dr. Adel- 
Buzzelli. 

native Korea, and naturalized 
citizen the United States, Dr. Kim re- 
ceived his medical degree from Emorv 
University, Atlanta, 1919. Dr. Kim 
has been general practice Hawaii 
for the past years. His interest 
Hansen’s disease dates back his first 
interests medicine career. 


Kindly make your checks mone 

orders 
payable THE STAR avoid confusion 
cashing them. 
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Eminent British Authority Hansen’s Disease Joins 
American Missions Technical Medical Advisor 


Kobert Cochrane, M.D. (Glascow), Fel- 
low Royal College Physicians (London), Doc- 
tor Tropical Medicine and Hygiene (Eng- 
land). 

With the recent appointment Dr. 


Robert Cochrane, one the most 
eminent Hansen’s disease authorities 
our day, Technical Medical Advisor, 
American Missions has embarked 
new and challenging strate 
gic areas the world-wide campaign 
Hansen’s disease. 

behalf the Missions, Dr. Coch- 
rane will travel throughout the world 
four major purposes: 

—to co-ordinate the work the medi- 
cal, nursing and administrative person- 
nel associated with the American Mis- 
work many countries; 

—to evaluate the progress being made 
communities aided the Ameri- 
can Missions both medical therapy 
and administration; 

—to counsel with personnel abroad 
and instruct missionaries 
United States before they overseas for 
work; 

—to stimulte governments and private 
bility for work their own coun- 
tries. 


Since the sulfone drugs have proven 
effective, requests for the Missions’ 
help have increased greatly, making nec- 
cessarv first-hand and expert survey 


the needs different countries. 

Former medical secretary the or- 
ganization called “British Empire Lep- 
rosy Relief and medical 
advisor the British government, Dr, 
Cochran will take over his new duties 
November first. 


has served medical director 
the Lady Willingdon Sanatorium 
Chingleput, Madras, and head the 
Christian Medical College Vellore, 
South India. 


number papers Dr. Cochrane 
his work, both clinical and research, 
have been published scientific jour- 
nals, and the author textbook 
Hansen’s disease. 


Dr. Cochrane will maintain his office 
trips Asia, Africa, South America and 
the United States. slated attend 
the American Missions biennial confer- 
ence Dallas, Texas, next April, 

well remember Dr. Cochrane’s 
first visit the United States, back 
October when spent two weeks 
Carville. was one the first visit- 
ing physicians interviewed the 
editor THE STAR, then the 
STAR. 


LUCKNOW CONFERENCE SOCIAL ASPECTS HANSEN’S DISEASE 


“Life More Abundant” will the 
general theme the Conference 
Lucknow, India, November 7-16, spon- 
sored the British Mission 
American Missions. The Lucknow Con- 
ference will bring together renowned 
specialists Hansen’s disease, mission- 
and government officials from all 
parts the 

General Secretary the British Mis- 
sion, Mr. Donald has an- 
nounced that Lucknow the wholly 
technical medical papers will reduced 
minimum, for the Madrid Congress 
was the proper venue for them, and cer- 
tain delegates there (Dr. Rule, Brec- 
het and Dr. Dreisbach) have been asked 
give their impressions that Con- 
There will numerous papers 
medical work which immediately tie- 
with the total Christian approach 
the directly physical needs Hansen’s 
disease patients. Dr. John Lowe will 
present paper The Christian Doc- 
tor’s Part, and another delegate The 
Christian Nurse’s Part. Dr. Muir will 
deal with the changing emphasis from 
institution and hospital village and 
home, and its implications for Chris- 
tian work, and Dr. Richard Buker has 
prepared paper the development 
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extensive village work which has 
pioneered Thailand, work both 
medical and spiritual. The great new 
projects near Hong Kong (The Isle 
Happy Healing) and Vellore (The 
Schieffelin Research Sanatorium, Kari- 
geri, the college teaching work, and the 
rural work Kavanur) will 
sented delegates Dr. Fraser 
and Dr. Gass. Paul 
lecture, (demonstration orthopaedic 
work) while medical character, also 
brings great social issue, that re- 
habilitation. purely medical paper 
Dharmendra B.C.G. technique 
and possibilities applied immuni- 
zation against Hansen disease also has 
wide social applications. Cochrane 
will speak Christian Hansen’s dis- 
ease work among children. 


How the Idea Began 


The conception this Conference, 
which understand the first its 
kind ever held international 
scope, began with tentative talks, when 
Donald Miller visited New York 
1945. discussed with leaders 
the American Missions the import- 
kindling stronger sense unity, 
both purpose and action, between 


the British and American Missions from 
their respective headquarters London 
and New York, and between the men 


and women engaged the work 
field. 


The Americans going the Lucknow 
Conference include Mr. Raymond 
rier, New York, Executive Sécretary, 
American Missions; Mr. Edwin Min- 
er, Ridgewood, New Jersey, Eastern 
Area Secretary; Rev. and Mrs, Forest 
Eisenbise, Dallas, Texas, Southwestern 
Secretaries; Mrs, Ulstrom, Minne- 
apolis, Minn., Visual Aid Specialist; Dr. 
Dreisbach, missionary for Kano, 
Nigeria; Dr. Becker, missionary 
from Belgian Congo; Dr. Skinsnes, 
missionary and university professor from 
Hong Kong and Dr. Richard Buker, 
missionary from Thailand. addition 
Dr. Rodolphe Brechet, Switzerland, mis- 
sionary from Angola, and Dr. Kazuo 
Saikawa, medical officer the Ai-sei-en 
National Hansen’s disease hospital, Na- 


gashima, Japan, are delegates from the 
American Missions. 


The total attendance Lucknow 
been limited 100. these will 


come from outside India and from 
inside India. 


DR. JOHANSEN RECEIVES PLAQUE 
FROM AMERICAN LEGION AUXILARY 


Dr. Johansen, former medical 
officer charge this hospital, and 
Mrs, Johansen were accorded warm 
welcome St. Louis, Mo., where they 
were honor guests the American Le- 
gion Auxiliary the national conven- 
tion. 

Mrs. Ashton, then the 
president the auxiliary, had written 
Johansen his Long Beach, 
Miss., home saying, “It gives great 
able tell you that the 
National Organization the American 
Legion Auxiliary wishes honor you 
way for the long and distin- 
service you have rendered, not 
only veterans but our country and 
the world the battle you have waged 
connection with Hansen’s disease and 
its victims, The National Executive 
Committee has voted present you 
with Distinguished Service Plaque 
commemorating your and 
your service. would give much per- 
sonal satisfaction could make the 
presentation you person our 
Auxiliary National Convention 
Louis Wednesday morning, Sept. 2.” 

The plaque read: Dr. Frederick 
Johansen—in Appreciation his De- 
voted Service the Sick and Unfor- 
tunate and his Furtherance Better 
Understanding Hansen’s disease and 
its Presented the 1953 Na- 
tional Convention, St. Louis, Amer- 
ican Legion Auxiliary. 

his accentance remarks, Dr. 
hansen said, “While longer of- 
ficially connected with Carville, 
sure you interest behalf the 
patients will never know 
that while Dr. has retired from the 
Public Health Service has 
tired from the educational campaign 
Hansen’s was the featured 
speaker the opening session the 
Area Conference the Auxiliary 
meeting Gulfport and more recently 
addressed the Forty and Eight Gulf- 
port. both talks stressed the great 
need for public enlightenment saying, 
“The problem overcome now 
the education the public accept 
victims the disease back into the com- 
munity useful members society with- 
out any stigma Understand- 
ing and continued acceptance the in- 
dividual are the two most tools 
for the complete rehabilitation the 

Johansen Legionnaire and 
the Forty and Eight and 
Mrs. Johansen member the Aux- 
iliary. They were charter members 
the Post and Unit their former home 
Kahoka, Missouri. 


DELTA SIGMA EPSILON SERVES 
CARVILLE 


(Photo-couresty Cristof Studio) 
Duncan Simmons, Albuquerque, 
Mexico, proxying for Mrs. Mary Smothers, 
former sorority national service chairman, 


Mrs. 


Miss Elizabeth Daniel, Kansas City, Mo., 
national president and Mrs. Stout, 
Hattiesburg Miss., national Panhellenic dele- 
gate with Carville poster 

Delta Sigma Epsilon sorority, nation- 
collegiate social sorority, has been 
developing increasing interest Car- 
ville, Hansen’s disease and those most 
vitally concerned, the patients, since 
1946 when Miss Daniel, national presi- 
dent, and Stout national Panhel- 
lenic delegate, first visited here. 


the 1953 Conclave held San 
Francisco during August there was 
display Carville pictures. the top 
the poster was printed: Delta Sigma 
Epsilon serves the Public Health Serv- 
ice Hospital, Carville, La. keeping 
with the theme the national gather- 
ing, “Meeting the Challenge World 
might add that the serv- 
ices this sorority extend far beyond 
the boundaries our community. 
part their philanthropic work 
$1,000 research award for advancement 
medical knowledge Hansen’s dis- 
ease was presented Dr. Yao Teh 
Chang, who research fellow both 
the Public Health Service and the World 
Health Organization. Through their 
former national sorority service chair- 
man, Mrs. Mary Smothers, Muncie, 
Delta Sigma Epsilon defrayed the cost 
sending 200 conies our Madrid 
Congress issue THE STAR (Sent. 
53) air freight the delegates as- 
sembled Spain. Last year they pur- 
chased watch, with the second- 
hand, for doctor India, who 
patient. the local scene, through 
their forty-four chapters colleges 
throughout the nation, our handicapped 
and blind patients are remembered with 
Christmas and birthdays. 

Miss Daniel made two broadcasts 
San Francisco. recording one 
originating from Radio Station KGO 
was sent through the courtesy 
Mrs. Stanlev Francom, Berkeley, Calif., 
Conclave Publicity Director, The inter- 
viewer, Mrs. Ann Holden. with lead- 
ing questions put Miss Daniel, 


brought out interesting points about the 
sorority and its service Carville. 

The convention decided continue 
Carville national philanthropy with 
the hope that the program can ex- 
panded the next three years. 

regret the resignation Mrs. 
Smothers service chairman for work- 
ing with her has been very pleasant. The 
new service chairman Mrs. Herbert 
Preston, Milwaukee, Wis-, whom look 
forward meeting, 


OUTSTANDING LEGIONNAIRE— 
FRANK NESOM 


Our “Good Solid Friend,” Frank Ne- 
som (STAR-July-Aug. was named 
“Outstanding for 1953 
his Nicholson Post 38, American Legion, 
Baton Rouge, This 
richly deserved tribute was recogni- 
tion his years faithful service 
veterans and other patients here. The 
picture Frank and his trophy, carried 
the Baton Rouge Morning Advocate, 
September 15, clearly shows his amaze- 
ment being cited for what con- 
siders only his duty his friends. 

Nesom had tipped off some 
his friends here. the big evening 
Frank laid-off his postoffice job at- 
tend the Legion meeting because 
been told Carville was the even- 
ing’s agenda. Carville was very much 
the program for there waiting for Frank 
was the beautiful Lester Williams 
and messages good wishes from 
organizations. 

Frank one those rare individuals 
full humility that never does 
anything for glory but only help- 
ful. Carvillians felt that one deserved 
such recognition more than Frank Ne- 
som and congratulate Nicholson 
their selection for the award. 


Senate, Ransdell Lake Prov- 
idence, Louisana, who retired from 
tics 1930, was heaped with well-earned 
honors the grand old gentleman’s 
95th birthday, Oct. Governor Kennon 
proclaimed the day “Joseph Ransdell 
Day.” There was public subscription 
dinner the American Legion Home 
Lake Providence which congrat- 
ulatory telegrams poured from 
over the nation and the state including 
wires from Carville staff members and 
patients’ organizations, The American 
Legion, Patients’ Federation and THE 
STAR. “Ransdell Louisiana” known 
especially for the vital part 
not only the introduction 
into the Senate back 1917, 
which provided for the establishment 
national hospital for Hansen’s disease 


but also for his tenacity effecting its 
passage. 


October 


FORMER CARVILLE STAFFER BECOMES 
MEDICAL MISSIONARY 


Dr. Herman Gray will soon realize 
his long cherished desire become 
medical missionary, 
month Dr. and Mrs. Gray will leave 
California Mkar, via Makurdi, 
Northern Nigeria, British West Africa 
where Dr. Gray will medical mission- 
ary work the Benue Hansen’s disease 
community under the Mission Board 
the Christian Reformed Church, head- 
quarters Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

Dr. Gray’s resignation from the U.S. 
Public Health Service was effective June 
13, Since then has been working tem- 
porarily with the California State De- 
partment Public Health finish 
some analysis records and doing 
follow-up work Hansen’s disease, 

Dr, Gray, who was member Car- 
ville’s resident medical staff for year 
and half, has been concerned with 
special field studies Hansen’s disease 
since 1950, when was assigned the 
U.S. Public Health Service’s Communi- 
cable Disease Center, Atlanta, Georgia. 
Dr. Gray’s first field assigment was 
study Hansen’s disease the State 
Florida. Since September 1951 has 
been working with the Epidemiology 
Section, Bureau Acute Communicable 
Diseases, Arthur Hollister, Jr., Chief, 
California State Board Health. con- 
junction with the Los Angeles City 
Health Department and California State 
Health Department, Dr. Gray has been 
making special study Hansen’s dis- 
ease all counties California or- 
der get more information about the 
patients, learn more about the disease 
that can treated more effective- 
the future. 

our request Dr. Gray prepared 
resume some his findings for pub- 
lication THE STAR. 


LOUIS CARVILLE, 
General Merchants 
Carville, Louisiana 
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Management Hansen’s Disease 
Galifornia 


few figures from the California State 
file Hansen’s disease may in- 
terest telling you the scope the 
for the recommendations are making 
the local health departments 
fornia for the management individual 
cases. From 1920 through June 30, 1953, 
total 524 cases (an average per 
year) were diagnosed. Fifty per cent 
these patients were born Mexico, 29% 
other countries (especially China and 
the Philippines) and 21% the United 
States. Twenty-seven patients probably 
contracted the infection California, 
most others other countries (especial- 
Mexico, China, Philippines) and 
few other states this country. 
Seventy-three per cent the cases were 
men—largely because there are more 
men than women the immigrant pop- 
ulation, most whom are farm workers. 
Why there have been few locally con- 
tracted cases Hansen’s disease 
fornia, cannot precisely say, One 
large contributing factor the fact that 
many the patients are unmarried men 
and live with other immigrant farm 
workers, most whom eventually re- 
turn the country their birth (es- 
pecially Mexico and the Philippines) 
that cannot follow the contacts 
these patients over the years, and 
cases occurring among them will have 
diagnosed the land their 
birth whence they return, 

Since January 1950, total cases 
has been diagnosed, men, and 
There were (cutaneous) 
cases and All the lat- 
ter except going back their homes 
Hawaii and Carville) were 
treated home. few early (cutane- 
ous) cases under special arrangements 
were also treated home. Twenty-four 
patients, all told, were admitted Car- 
ville and returned Mexico. ad- 
vocate individualization care pa- 
treated home. Who should 
treated Carville, and who home 
left the discretion the local health 
officer with advice from the California 
State Department Public Health. The 
major considerations making this de- 
cision are based (1) the patient’s 
medical care needs—the more severe his 
disease, the more bed ex- 
pert medical management (at Carville) 
will need; (2) the contagiousness the 
patient’s disease: tuberculoid cases shed 
relatively few Hansen’s bacilli, while (cu- 
taneous) cases shed many more. There- 
fore, less restrictions designed protect 


contacts, especially the house- 


hold, need placed upon the tuber- 
culoid case than the (cutaneous) one; 
and consequently, home treatment 
made possible from-a medical care and 
public health viewpoint most tuber- 
cases.. 

you can see from the above state- 
ments, have not been very precise de- 
fining patients eligible for home care ver- 
sus those admitted Carville. 
Rather, you will find some general prin- 
ciples followed. And that not 
always easy apply these principles 
individual patients all concerned 
with the problem California realize, 
and sympathize with the patients’ 
difficulties adjusting the changes 
made their lives the disease itself 
and its indirect effects, including public 
health measures taken for the protection 
others, Yet, prefer this individuali- 
zation treatment sweeping general- 
ization policy. 

also recognize the need for better 
education the public and the medi- 
cal profession Hansen’s disease. 
the last few years definite improvement 
can noted the correct diagnosing 
cases physicians (we are now see- 
ing many more mild tuberculoid cases, 
e.g., than before), and also believe 
there has been some better understand- 
ing the part the public. 

remiss did not tell you 
how much have appreciated working 
under Dr, Badger the Commun- 
icable Disease Center, Atlanta, 
for the last three years. has taught 
much about what known and un- 
known the epidemiology Hansen’s 
disease, and his helpful guidance the 
field studies are much 
all who have worked with him. 
textbooks the subject (e.g., the ideas 
greater susceptibility children, fam- 
ily susceptibility, lack spread cold 
climates, etc.) remains open question, 
and field studies such these now being 
done will helpful towards finding the 
answers. 

Herman Gray, M.D. 

The cutaneous type Hansen’s dis- 
ease that form marked the occur- 
rence nodules the skin while the 
tuberculoid form marked charac- 
teristic clinical manifestations, mainly 
the skin and nerves tending 
limited extent. third type has 
been described “indeterminate,” also 
with clinical manifestations the skin 
and nerves. These cases are usually con- 
sidered non-infectious. all types Han- 
sen’s bacillus presumed the 
causative agent. 


Visitors From and West Meet Carville 


Front row-left right: Dr. Sherif and 
Dr. Costamaillere. Back row-left right: 
Mrs. Sherif, Dr. Smet and Dr. James 


Three widely separated countries and 
the good old U.S.A. were represented 
the interesting group medical visitors 
that Dr. William Meyer, New Orleans, 
formerly the resident medical staff 
this hospital, accompanied Carville 
September Supervisor Egypt’s 
school medical services, Dr. Mou Khtar 
Sherif, and Mrs. Sherif, Cairo, 
have been this country for five 
months the University California 
Berkeley and San Francisco, where Dr. 
Sherif has been studying. Chile’s Dr. 
Luis Costamaillere, Santiago, specializes 
the field nutrition. Belgium’s Dr. 
Smet, Brussels, has done pub- 
lic health work the Belgian Congo, 
and has been studying Tulane’s famed 
School Tropical Medicine. Louisiana 
State University’s biochemist Dr, Wil- 
liam James, Baton Rouge, listened 
attentively, did, while the foreign 
visitors described their impressions 
the 

* * * 

Government estimates place the num- 
ber cases Hansen’s disease Bur- 
250,000. “We have about two 
cases per 1,000 population,” two Bur- 
mese physicians said, when they were in- 
terviewed while visiting Carville. The 
physicians, Dr. Nwi Win, brilliant and 
attractive young woman, assistant sur- 
geon Rangoon General Hospital, and 
Dr. Muang, assistant district health 
officer Taunggyi, have been studying 
Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, 
for the past year. They were this 
country ECA scholarships. Speaking 
English fluently, they explained that 
has eight large hospitals and sev- 
eral smaller ones for Hansen’s disease 
patients, Most them are up-to-date 
but not provide the complete facil- 
ities found here. Out-patient clinics are 
maintained and many patients are cared 
for their own doctors. The physicians 
stated that the family tie Burma 


very strong and that patients who re- 
turn home are accepted their fami- 
lies. they are able work they may 
but not, they are cared for. 

There little stigma attached the 
disease Burma. They feel that Ameri- 
cans are much more afraid Hansen’s 
disease than the Burmese. Dr, Muang 
told how had brought some serum 
from Hansen’s disease patients for re- 
search purposes America. the In- 
ternational Airport New York custom 
officials demanded that the serum 
destroyed even though had been care- 
fully sealed and approved medical 
authorities Burma. 

The sulfone drugs are widely used 
Burma and the government spending 
great deal money for the care 


Hansen’s disease patients. 
* * * 


Among this community’s midsummer 
guests were two public health leaders 
from Assam, India, Dr. 
assistant surgeon, Northwest Frontier, 
and Dr. Phukan, Shillong. 

Dr. Iyengar, who works with the gov- 
ernment India, said Hansen’s disease 
gigantic problem India, “Unless 
get more people, both social workers 
and doctors, who are willing dedicate 
their entire career this cause—that 
the only hope have made 
some progress India, but compared 
with the amount work that has 
done, would not call much progress, 
There point deceiving our- 
selves.” 

Dr. Iyengar returning his post 
India this month after year’s study 
this country, fellowship under the 
Point Four program. 
M.P.H. from Columbia. Dr. was 
Carville for week. 

The observations Dr. Phukan were 
keenly penetrating and realistic, based 
his twelve years public health work 
Assam, and scholarly background, 
graduate Calcutta Medical College, 
Dr. Phukan has his (Doc- 
tor Tropical Medicine and Hygiene) 
from Liverpool. 

“We not know the number 
Hansen’s disease cases India,” Dr. 
Phukan declared. “We could not even 
have Hansen’s disease all 
around us, Southeast India and 
Northeast; are Northeast.” Dr. 
Phukan said that has noticed that 
Hansen’s disease found the areas 
where rice the staple diet. cannot 
say the incidence higher than 
other areas has not been investi- 
gated, but high. The tuberculoid 
tyne predominates and, other parts 
the world, more men than women 
are affected.” 


Dr. Phukan has read Miracle Car- 
ville was somewhat familiar with our 
set-up before arrived here for three 
weeks visit, was scheduled return 
India September, after year’s 
study-tour the U.S., also under the 
Point Four program. 

* * * 

brought Dr. and Mrs. 
Schmale Pittsburg, Pa., sign THE 
STAR’s guest book. The 
here for few days before leaving for 
India their first mission 
Dr. Schmale will work Renigunto, 
Chitoor District, South India. 

* * * 

This summer renewed our acquain- 
tance with Dr. Wilson Rich- 
mond, Va., whom first met when 
visited Carville five years ago. that 
time had only recently retired after 
serving for forty years medical 
sionary Korea. Dr. Wilson 
informed Korea and its public 
health problems, particularly Hansen’s 
disease which field specialized. 

One the Hansen’s communities 
which established Korea named 
his honor, Dr. Wilson has warm re- 
gard for the Korean people and deep 
affection for his patients. Now past the 
three score and ten mark his earnest de- 
sire return Korea and his work 
the hospital where greatly 
needed. came Carville “brush 
up” the subject with the hope that 
the Presbyterian Mission Board, under 
which works, will disregard his re- 
tirement age and permit him return 
Korea, 

* * * 

When Carville patients must under- 
major surgery, they are usually trans- 
ferred the Public Health Service Hos- 
pital New Orleans for the duration. 
But the mountain came Mohammed 
one day this past summer when Dr. 
James Elliott, Chief Surgical Serv- 
ices and his assistant, Dr. Purlia, 
New Orleans Public Health Service Hos- 
pital, visited here, not work, but for 
look-see. 

* * * 

old Molumein Pagoda looking 
eastward the sea,’ was the way Kip- 
ling described it, but where sta- 
tioned Moulmein, the Pagoda looks 
westward the sea,” said Miss Ruth 
Keyser, missionary nurse, who spent five 
years Burma. Miss Keyser graduate 
the Temple University School 
Nursing, came Carville during her 
furlough the U.S, She slated re- 
turn Burma September, where she 
General Hospital, This hospital, named 


October 
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honor Dr. Ellen Mitchell, 
American Baptist, was established 
1918 the Women’s American Baptist 
Foreign Missions Society. The Susan 
Haswell Home for patients, founded 


Missionary from Burma, Miss Keyser 
(right) was guest the home Chaplain 
and Mrs. Elder (left) during her week’s stay 
Carville this summer 
the Hospital, with the 
port the British and American Mis- 
sions, There are about 175 patients 
the Home, and similar number being 
treated out-patient clinic. They 
are using DDS (the parent 
The physician charge, Dr. Edwards, 
Anglo-Burmese, himself ex-HD 
patient. 

Miss Keyser spoke interestingly her 
work and the people. Most them are 
Buddhist, she said, and believe that they 
ere ill because sin committed an- 
other existence. Even some Burmese 
medical men were opposed improve- 
ment the Home because they felt that 
patients were paying for their sins (Kah- 
ma). 

* * ok 

Two registered Miss Stello 
New York, and Miss Ruth 
Lee, Grand Rapids, are preparing for 
missionary work India, under the 
Conservative Baptist Foreign Missionary 
Society. few days Carville served 
part their preparation, They were 
guests the home Chaplain and Mrs, 
Elder. 


* * 
One needed only meet and talk 


briefly with Mrs. Mae Keaka, teacher 


and principal the patients’ school 
Hale Mohalu, Hawaii’s Hansen’s dis- 
ease community, realize why this re- 
markable woman held such high 
esteem and admiring affection her 
students and host friends. Carville 
was privileged meet Mrs. Keaka one 
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day this summer when she and her party 
toured this community guided 
Richman, Jr., director community ac- 
tivities. The local school, session the 
week before graduation, was the first 
stop engage Mrs. Keaka’s undivided 
attention, and the offices THE 
STAR she brought greetings from the 
Hale Mohalu patients, 


Left right: Miss Young, Miss Rowena 
Keaka, Mrs. Keaka and Mr. Brown 

Mrs, Keaka and her daughter, Row- 
ena, and Miss Noami Young, all 
Honolulu, drove over Carville from 
Baton Rouge with Mr, Arthur 
Brown, counselor, office Vocational 
Rehabilitation. They were entertained 
Baton Rouge Mr. Hendrix, 
Stete Head 

Mrs. Keaka was posman’s 
day for her vacation the mainland 
included trip Miami where she at- 
tended the convention the National 
Education Association. 

* * 

Journalists prefer obtain their in- 
formation first-hand, when Miss Gene 
Phillips, Public -Relations Director 
the American Missions, New York, was 
given assignment special story 
the Carville chaplains she came 
person gather the material, Miss Phil- 
lips’ trip Carville, which she had 
forward for some time combined 
vacation and Just be- 
fore leaving New York she was married 
Mr. William Clemes. public 
relations work with the New York firm 
Kersting-Browr. Corporation. Mr, and 
Mrs, Clemes motored South. Gene and 
Bill can give Dale Carnegie lessons 
“How Win Friends and Influence 
People.” 

ok 

Mr. William Peters, Pelham Manor, 
New York, free-lance writer was here 
day making notes for article 
doing Dr. Johansen and Carville, 
slated for early publication 


* * * 
Mrs Edith Holmes Chicago spent 
part her summer vacation New Or- 
leans, with side trip visit friends 


Carville. Items such this one can 
found the social news almost any 
paper, any day. But the story behind 
this particular item not run-of-the- 
strengthened year year since 1946 
when Mrs. Holmes, supervisor the 
Illinois Bell Telephone Company, first 
read about Carville series col- 
umns Robert Casey the Chicago 
Deily News. Edith was impressed with 
what Bob Casey had say about Car- 
ville and, fortunately for us, she obeyed 
that impulse and wrote inquire, 
“What can help?” Edith inter- 
ested her co-workers and other groups, 
including the girls the Campbell Soup 
Co., headed Miss Mae Fitzgerald, All 
this has added sustained interest 
and many worthwhile projects for the 
residents this community. 


The class Sociology, Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute, Lafayette, are pic- 
tured with their instructor, Mr. 
Bolyard, and Mr. Thomas Rickman, 
Jr., director community activities here, 
who took the visitors tour the 
hospital. 

Among other groups touring this com- 
munity recently were six students from 
the Jesuit High School, New Orleans; 
instructors attending classes 
Louisiana State University, representing 
five states, Alabama, Louisiana, Mis- 
issippi, Arkansas and Florida; 
Drennan, science instructor DePaul 
Hospital, St. Louis, brought 
group students and also the party 
was Heineman, science instructor, 
Jewish Hospital, St. Louis. 


The and Mrs. Crawford 
the West Side Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, Bogalusa, La., brought group 
young people for visit, August 31. 


Open Letter Ann Page 


(Reprinted from Inside World, publica- 
tion Mississippi State Penitentiary, 
Parchman, July, 1953.) 


have recently completed reading the 
April edition THE STAR. was 
paper which enjoyed reading and 
proved most enlightening me, for- 
mer newspaperman who had medi- 
cal knowledge Hansen’s disease. Con- 
gratulations your articles. 

There difference between you folks 
committed crimes and must pay so- 
ciety. You people committed crimes, 
but you must remain “confinement” 
until permitted enter what call 
the free world. 

You are waging war against tough 
opponent—Hansen’s disease, while 
are fighting restore normal way 
thought. Only rare occasions have 
read anything compare with the 
fighting courage the people your 
community, There little can say 
which would benefit your return 
normal way life, but would like 
make comment upon one incident. 

the case Betty Martin whom 
read the Digest. She was en- 
gaged young man and found just 
before her marriage date that she was 
victim Hansen’s disease and also the 
victim man’s fear marriage any- 
one who had contracted the disease. The 
story was pathetic. She must have gone 
though hell both cases. Her fine cour- 
age was example the people 
Carville. 

Why people react (as that man did) 
persons unfortunate enough have 
contracted Hansen’s disease? be- 
cause the word “leprosy” 
stamped non-professionals asa 
dreaded disease for which surefire 
cure own? because we, who 
know little the disease, fear al- 
ways transmittable? not know. 

here Parchman have willingly 
and without promise remuneration 
any form allowed ourselves given 
serums and inoculations for various 
“dreaded” diseases effort aid 
those seeking cure least alleviate 
known so-called killer diseases—namely 
typhus and rabies, 

sure that medical men from 
your institution felt that inoculations 
Hansen’s disease could aid rushing 
cure, there would many men here 
who would volunteer submit the 
experiment, for one, would gladly of- 
fer myself experiment this kind 
—and believe me, Ann Page, there are 
others. 

say that sympathetic toward 
patients Carville would truthful. 


Seeing the pictures otherwise healthy 
people made think deeply your 
conditions. know that the remainder 
sojourn here and many times after 
release thoughts will linger 
ways help your community. 

me, any person who has been un- 
fortunate enough have been stricken 
with Hansen’s disease wealthy one 
respect—the thoughtfulness toward oth- 
ers, This must true—otherwise they 
would not remain Carville seeking 
cures. 

firmly convinced that the pub- 
lic should better educated the 
point understanding Hansen’s disease. 
That another fight you are waging. 
not hopeless battle. 

Always remember that your side— 
which eventually will the winning 
side—you have the brains and fightinz 
abilities the medical world and the 
support the people all churches. 
Some day, here Parchman hope, 
that you will also have the combined 
forces the public. When that day 
comes the clouds will part and the light 
complete understanding will come 
through. 

Good luck you, Ann Page, and 


all the people Carville. 
* * 


Reading exchange publications 
pleasant part work. This article 
appeared while was vacation, hence 
the delay finding it. 

“Inside World” has given much space 
comments articles that have 
THE STAR. This one 
among the finest and are grateful 
Howard Milner for his offer become 
human guinea pig effort un- 
ravel the mystery surrounding the mode 
transmission Hansen’s disease. 
There have been those who have sub- 
mitted such experiment but 
than 145 recorded cases scien- 
tist has been able infect himself 
other human volunteers attempted 
inoculation the germ, 

According article the “Inter- 
national Journal Leprosy 
1951) experiments inoculation hu- 
man volunteers were conducted Ha- 
wait Dr. Edward Arnig beginning 
1884. Fifteen Kokuas (this the term 
used for healthy person—spouse, blood 
relative other—who accompanied pa- 
tient Kalaupapa and lived there with 
him) both male and female submitted 
themselves for experiment 
tempted inoculation with the bacilli. Not 
one these people, who lived daily 
contact with the disease, developed it. 

tenced the death penalty, offered 
submit such experiment ex- 


change for commutation his sentence 
ties were cleared, Keanu signed the pa- 
per consent for the experiment and 
the fall 1884 nodule was removed 
from active case Hansen’s disease 
Kalaupapa and transplanted into 
incision the forearm Keanu, 
Twenty-five months after this operation 
Keanu showed the symptoms the dis- 
ease and progressed rapidly, was 
transferred from the prison the 
land Oahu Kalupapa Settlement 
Molokai. 

Dr. Swift, who resided Kalau- 
papa for four years (1888-1892) made 
known medical literature that 
relatives, with whom had lived prior 
going prison, were victims Han- 
sen’s disease. Some scientists think 
could have had the disease prior the 

Dr. Manalang, Philippine 
Health Service, wrote his paper 
“Transmission “....the fail- 
ure transmit leprosy exerimentally 
145 many whom were 
poorly fed and housed inmates pen- 
and from susceptible races, 
suggests adult immunity.” 

This illustrates that others 
fered human guinea pigs day’s 
long gone Mr. Milner has done 
our day. Scientific papers demonstrate 
that there would not much chance 
his developing Hansen’s disease unless 
has been harboring the germ his 
body, without knowing it, for sometime 
—perhaps since 
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PATIENTS RETURNED TO. 
AMERICAN SAMOA FROM 


The steadfastness purpose, which 
has marked Lawrence Judd’s devotion 
people with Hansen’s disease through 
the years was again exemplified the 
return their homeland group 
American Samoan patients from 
their place exile the Islands. 
former governor Hawaii, and 
more recent years actively 
with the Hansen’s disease 
the Territory, Judd was appointed Gov- 
ernor American Samoa this 
was surprise his friends when 
Lawrence Judd announced that one 
his early objectives would 
with helping the American Samoan 
their way out from Hono- 
lulu Pago Pago, Mr. and 
stopped Makogai, Fiji, visit these 
patients and promised them, then 
and there, everything possible 
effect their return home. 

Although illness compelled Mr. Judd 
resign few months after taking over 
his post Samoa, and still under 
his doctor’s care his home Hono- 
lulu, Mr. Judd has had the great satis- 
faction knowing that the exiles are 
back home. The moving story told 
dispatch bylined Edward Johnson 
from Pago Pago the Honolulu Star- 
Bulletin, 

“On October heart-stirring scene 
took place the dock Pago Pago. 
The Goverment ship Manu’a Tele re- 
turned from Suva, Fiji, via Makogai, 
bringing board American Samoan 
Hansen’s disease patients. Some have 
been separated from their homes and 
families for over nine years. 

“An official welcoming party led 
Acting Governor Leland Draney, 
greeted the returning patients. 
gram also was held Tafuna Sam- 
oan nurses. 

“The Government American Sam- 
has constructed hospital, seven 
miles west the seat Government, 
the Tafuna area which will provide for 
the patients, giving them medical care 
and plots ground for their cultiva- 
tion. 

“Samoan-type fales (houses) will 
added case the patients prefer these 
the European style dwellings now 
provided. 

“The former Director Public 
Health, James Dean, advocated the 
return the patients, feeling that cost 
their maintenance would reduced 
and more persons afflicted with Han- 
sen’s disease would come forward for 
treatment they knew they would not 
doomed exile. 


“When ex-Governor Lawrence 


assumed administration Ameri- 
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DIFFERING VIEWPOINTS 


Dr. Gay’s paper the September is- 
sue THE STAR implies that Han- 
sen’s disease may trace element de- 
ficiency which favors the growth 
Hansen’s bacillus. The same statements 
have beeen made others, and are re- 
peated Dr. Gay, with regard Bru- 
cellosis and Bang’s disease. know- 
ledge, these are all opinions not sup- 
data from any well controlled 
experiment study. Trace elements are 
important nutrition but not the 
manner “food faddists” would try 
make out, 

Frederick Stare, M.D. 
Chairman, Dept. Nutrition 
Harvard University 
School Public Health 
Boston, Mass. 
* * * 


fighting communism are strik- 
ing effect cause? This the 
pertinent point ailments the in- 
dividual’s body well those our 
society. “germs” may merely one 
the sequetae our failure nour- 
ish ourselves properly, nourishing 
our minds poorly have lost our inde- 
pendence thinking and have al- 
lied ourselves with the group depend 
their thinking? 

Dr. Gay thinking 
questions what considered the 
term applied only human nature. 
past thinking about leprosy its con- 
tinued “tradition orthodoxy” and 
his asking for new view this scourge. 
fraternity, who looking outside for 
some causes place being content 
with treatment symptoms. 

William Albrecht, Ph.D. 

Chairman, Department Soils 

College Agriculture 

University Missouri 

* * * 
Columbia, Mo. 
turn Sister Hilary Ross, biochem- 
ist, for advice matters scientific, 
ticularly very controversial ones, She did 
not agree with the hypothesis expressed 
Dr. Gay’s paper but agreed with 
that should given hearing, Sis- 
ter Hilary’s comments Gay’s pa- 
per will abpear the next issue 
THE STAR. Reprints Dr. Gay’s pa- 
ease” are available, Write THE STAR. 
—Ed. 


ously pressed plans prepare proper 
dwelling places order bring the 
exiled patients back American Sam- 


oa, 


SPECIAL PROGRAM LOUISIANA 
CONTINUES UNDER DR. MEYER 


The special Hansen’s disease program 
conducted the State and Federal 
health services,. which began Louisi- 
ana three years ago, will continued. 
Accerding information given THE 
STAR, Dr. William Meyer, charge 
the program loan from the 
Public Health Service the Louisana 
State Board Health, will remain 
that post throughout the fiscal year. 

Dr. Meyer’s job concerned with 
finding cases early 
prompt treatment, well the exam- 
ination household contacts. His work 
also includes the maintenance clin- 
where all cases, both active and ar- 
rested, may present themselves for ob- 
servation and treatment, avail- 
for consultation throughout the 
State and for such laboratory work 
skin smears, biopsies and concentration 
tests for. the assisting private 
doctors making correct diagnoses. 

Dr. Meyer served the resident med- 
ical staff this hospital for three years 
before was handed his present as- 
Carville has never had more 
popular doctor one 
tious and helpful his understanding 
patients’ problems, medical and other- 
standing counled with the tact necessary 
avoid possible embarrassment the 
patient and his family the very im- 
portant work now doing and this 
the key the success the program 
heads. Dr. Meyer valuable man 
the field Hansen’s disease because 
temperamentally suited for this 
work. 


AC? 

Douglas Latiner, Gulf State Util- 
ities Co., Baton Rouge, has been and 
out this hospital several times lately, 
with the possibility 
Gulf States furnishing this community 
with alternating current. are anx- 
ious get the business,” said Mr. Lat- 
iner, “and the load characteristics are 
good.” 

This hospital community supplied 
with electricity from its own power plant 
which operates direct current, For 
years the set-up has posed many 
problems, necessitating converters for 
most the electrical equipment in- 
stalled, such X-ray, etc. Most electri- 
cal appliances are only. The patients 
have had forego the use many such 
appliances, 

When previous studies were made 
convert from the expense in- 
volved always seemed cool off the en- 
thusiasm. But one the employees 
here said, “the longer along with 
DC, the deeper the hole will get.” 
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SPORTS 


Baton Rouge’s Tommy Beard (right), state 
amateur golf champ, winner the 4th an- 
nual Point Clair golf tournament. Mr. 
Roseblum, President, New Orleans Golf As- 
sociation, presents trophy donated the 
Carpenters’ Union Baton Rouge 


plete tournament one day Car- 
ville’s nine-hole course the 4th 
nual Point Clair Open, Sunday, Octo- 
ber 11. Thirty-nine players from 
Rouge, from New Orleans and 
from Carville, whom were patients, 
all competed what was unanimously 
declared the most successful golf 
ment ever held 

Tommy Beard, Baton Rouge, state 
amateur golf champ won 
ment, repeating his last year’s perform- 
Runner-up was Bobby Neams, also 
Baton Rouge. Tied for medalist hon- 
ors were Pat McGonagill Louisiana 
State University and John DeSimio, 
ville’s physiotherapist. About $300 worth 
prizes, including golf accessories such 
clubs, balls, bags and umbrellas, were 
awarded, most them carried off 
Baton Rougeans. 
Pro Henry Thomas, New Or- 
leans, who comes Carville twice 
month instruct patients, conducted 
the tournament assisted Baton Rouge 
Pro Marion Scobell. Pounding the type- 
writer almost all day, Bill Williams, 
sports writer, gave the event big spread 
the sports page his paper the 
Baton Rouge State-Times. Ralph 
py” Berge, populor disc jockey Radio 
Station WIBR, Baton Rouge, one the 
golfers, devoted lot his radio patter 
the Point Clair Open, before and 

The Point Clair Golf Club, the Pa- 
tients’ Federation, the Point Clair Lions 
Club, and Bob Michael, local recrea- 
tion director, all actively co-operated 
planning the tournament and dispens- 
ing hospitality. 

Carville usually the 
end, but leave our local softballers, 
good sports that they are, turn the 
tables. Oct. the name the 
Carville team, Bill Bell, sports comish 
presented beautiful trophy 
North Highland Baptist Church team, 


CARVILLE’S FAIRY GODMOTHER 
WAVES HER WAND AGAIN 


The patients this hospital have long 
regarded the National American Legion 
Auxiliary their fairy godmother, and 
why not! the past the Auxiliary 
given this hospital station wagons, tele- 
vision sets, juke box, soda fountain and 
many other handsome gifts, 

Friday, October the “fairy god- 
mother” waved her magic wand 
check for $6,185.33 was presented 
Dr. Gordon, Medical Officer 
Charge, from the Auxiliary. The 
entation was made Aline Stribbling, 
president the local American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit joint meeting 
Spann Post 188 and Unit, held 
the Bamboo Room. 

The check, sent through national 
headquarters, was made possible con- 
tributions from thirty-five state depart- 
ments and earmarked for the purchase 
stainless steel, cushioned seat, fold- 
ing chairs for the recreation building. 
estimated that the contribution will 
cover the purchase about 290 chairs. 
The need for these chairs was brought 
the attention the Auxiliary 
Thomas Rickman, Carville’s Di- 
rector Community Activities. 

The chair project was promoted 
Mrs. Elizabeth Burdette, Brooklyn, 
tional President the American Le- 
gion Auxiliary and began last year when 
Mrs. Burdette was serving the Auxili- 
ary’s National Rehabilitation Chairman. 

Mrs. Burdette visited 
March, that time she was represent- 
ing the Department New York, Amer- 
ican Legion Auxiliary, and her visit 
then was for the special purpose pres- 
enting Pontiac station wagon the 
hospital, gift the New York Depart- 
ment. 

recent letter the local unit 
Mrs, Burdette wrote, “I’m looking for- 
ward next Spring and visit all 
good friends The Auxi- 
liary leader assured warm and 
cordial welcome. 


winners the Baton Rouge 
league. The teams making 
the Church league play the River 
league, all games the River league 
are played the local diamond with 
our Carville Indians. The Indians were 
this year’s champs the River league. 
* * * 

New faces—the concrete surface 
the tennis court....the gorgeous deep red 
velvet curtains the theatre. 


Your school, library, doctor, nurse, 
will appreciate reading THE STAR 
and learning about Hansen’s disease. 


Won’t you help subscribing for 
them. 


BRAILLE TYPEWRITER PRESENTED 


THE PERKING 

x 


Mrs. Maurice Hill, Mrs. Ringold, Mrs. 
Van Hallman, Mrs. Wygal and Mrs. 
Leland Speakes unpack the Perkins Brailler 
the O.T. Department the hospital 

Great ideas from little visits grow—at 
least this seems true where 
community concerned. year ago, 
Mrs. Maurice Hill, Cleveland, Mississip- 
pi, toured our town. Since then she has 
not only retained her own interest but 
has created awareness our com- 
munity among her friends and associates. 
She has spoken about Carville before 
several clubs and groups high 
school students. 


Mrs. Cleveland American Le- 
gion Auxiliary Unit determined 
something worthwhile for the hospital. 
They learned that while Braille not 
feasible for the blind patients Car- 
ville, because impaired sensation 
finger tips, the exceptions, one two 
patients, who have learned were eager 
have access Braille typewriter. 
August 10, five the members 
the Cleveland Unit came Carville 
present Perkins Brailler the Occupa- 
tional Therapy department, the gift 
the Cleveland Unit, 

Mrs. Arthur Wilson, department pres- 
ident, Clarksdale, has since written 
that she was very disappointed not be- 
ing able accompany the women 
their visit but that she plans coming 
see during her term office. Mrs. 
Pieri, Biloxi, who has served 
State Rehabilitation Chairman the 
Auxiliary for four years busy talking 
about our community each the 
Area Conferences the state and 
result have received number 
subscriptions our publication. 

This interest our educational cam- 
Hansen’s disease from our 
neighboring state Mississippi pleases 
us, and hope that more the wom- 
the Department Mississippi, 
American Legion Auxiliary, will have 
the opportunity visit this hospital, 
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WMU INTEREST CONTINUES 


The July program dis- 
ease conducted the Woman’s Mission- 
ary Union the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention has created and fostering in- 
terest churches both large and small 
from Florida California and from 
Texas Missouri, even heard from 
the Illinois mother 1952, Mrs, 
Smith, Ozark. 

have received subscriptions 
THE STAR for church, public and 
school libraries, well for 
members and missionary groups. Their 
letters have been friendly telling 
the great success this study and 
cussion and occurrences that run the 
gamut from highly enlightening ex- 
perience through told you so” at- 
titude those previously acquainted 
with Carville and Hansen’s disease. 

leader one the WMU 
meeting. She had prepared 
“What Can Do” suggestions and 
placed each capsule for distribution. 
Aunt Mary, more than years young, 
had been sitting the edge 
avidly listening every word though 
fearful missing point. Eager co- 
operate fully with all the suggestions, 
she grabbed her capsule and without 
single question popped 
mouth. was retrieved time one 
the women who laughingly com- 
mented, “Aunt Mary, this food for 
the mind, not the body.” 


Mrs. Davis, wife the minister Friend- 
ship Baptist Church, presents chapel con- 
tribution Mrs. Carl Elder, wife the 
resident Protestant Chaplain. 


The WMU Friendship Bap- 
tist Church, Pollack, La., some 240 
miles north us, came calling, October 
When the guide met them the rec- 
reation building they asked also see 
Chaplain and Mrs. Elder. Their Mis- 
sionary Union had contribution 
make the program beautification 
the Protestant Chapel here, now be- 
ing carried on. 

The party, including Mrs, Davis, 
Mrs, Twiner, Mrs. Ball and 
her daughter, Florise, Mrs. 
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Carty and Mrs. G.-Perry, enjoyed pic- 
nic lunch the grounds before begin- 
ning the long drive home. 


Adverse Lot 
The author this original poem 
woman endowed with the courage 
look problems squarely the face and 
then surmount the difficulties. evi- 
dent that she has deep and abiding 
faith which has helped her weather other 
emotional upheavals she doing with 
this newest challenge 
Mrs. Agnes May, native Texan, 


has been patient here for the past few 
years. 


stigma rests upon name, 

Because ancient weakness and its fear, 

know God showers blessings 
claim, 


what man judge class and 
sphere? 


the one whose health perfect, 


who creates knows His design 

For and mine fate accept. 

through afflictions must the soul 
refine, 

Then why upon the course laid out 
reflect? 


deepest pass may yield 
elect. 


Why nourish fear when its enlighten- 
ment 


The public needs those that wield 
the right, 


Not ostracizing sick like prison bent. 
God bless the one touch will 
brave the fight. 


Who gives the malady fearless light, 


Scorn not the ill-timed patient; stone 
ihe name. 


skin and soul needs cure and 
aim, 


—Agnes May 


NOTICE SUBSCRIBERS 


_We are often asked about expiration no- 
tices. the last issue our publication 
sent you, there inserted large notice 
expiration. All you need fill the 
blanks with your name, address and city, at- 
prevent missing any issues. 

the back cover each issue, beside 
your address, date. This the expiration 
date your subscription. such big 
help receive renewals prior ex- 
that urge you look the 
back cover this issue and determine from 
your own subscription isn’t about 
expire. When renewals reach prior ex- 
extend your subscription one 
year from the date. You are assured miss- 
ing none the issues and work the cir- 
culation office greatly lessened not 
having send out expiration notices. 


JOTTINGS 
Joey 


ployee with job THE STAR staff, 
proof that high school diploma has 
its rewards! clerical work mostly 
and because THE STAR has large cir- 
culation Latin-American countries 
translations from Spanish. Gradu- 
ation has not ended schooling. 
the afternoons take bookkeeping, typ- 
ing and shorthand. Working THE 
STAR staff not confined the desk— 
the STAR guide, too, touring 
many visitors. And what better and more 
delightful way meet new 
esting personalities! 


Two weeks ago, the Baton Rouge Leg- 
gal Aid Association took movie 
Mr. Kleinpeter, and myself. 
There was actually short script. The 
movie the screen would only take 
five minutes, but took almost all day 
shoot it—and thought the movie 
stars had fine, leisurely life! 

All friends are anxious know 
how deportation case coming 
along. The hearing for the appeal made 
attorney, Mr. Kleinpeter, sched- 
uled for October has been postponed. 
Old-timers here tell that they re- 
member Mr, Kleinpeter when came 
here youngster his early teens 
doing tap dance routines entertain- 
ments the American Legion presented 
for the patients. His father, Mr. Buck 
Kleinpeter, Sr. long-time friend 
the hospital—Old Buck and Young Buck 
they are sometimes called. 

Back case—I know have the 
press and countless thousands people 
all over America pulling for me. For 
this deeply grateful, Many moving 
and splendid editorials have been writ- 
ten defense case. The publish- 
er’s letter Time magazine (Mr, Linen 
writes old and dependable friend) 
reached millions people and brought 
much mail. One that appealed es- 
pecially THE STAR staff appeared 
the Monroe, Louisiana, World. was 
fighting editorial. friends the 
American Legion, Department Louisi- 
ana, adopted resolution behalf 
their state convention New Or- 
leans, and then carried the ball the 
national convention St. Louis where 
this wonderful organization went 
record nationally support the bill 
grant citizenship. 

With much being done favor, 
with many loyal friends helping and 
encouraging me, I’m optimistic and look 
with prayerful hope for the New Year 
when Congress reconvenes January. 


God good and all this must turn 
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Patients’ Organizations Swing Into Fall Activities 


Miss Beulah Tisdale, Bogalusa, 2nd Vice- 
President the Department Louisiana, 
American Legion Auxiliary, talks over the 
projects Unit 188 with Aline Stribbling, 
incoming president, and Kitty Boudreaux, 
outgoing president 


massed with the Stars and Stripes, Le- 
gion and Auxiliary banners 
September for the 
local American Legion 
Unit 188. Carlisle Richard was the in- 
stalling officer for the Legion and Miss 
Beulah Tisdale was here instal] Aux- 
iliary officers. Later she presented 
past president’ ring Kitty Boudreaux 
gift the local unit appreciation 
service, 

Lloyd Adams, New Orleans, Grand 
Chef Train the Forty and Eight, 
honor society the American Legion, 
installed Johnnie Pinder Chef Gare 
and the other new officers Voiture 
Locale 902. 


trophy for community service was 
presented Aline Stribbling; Petit 
Chapeau passe, the Eight and Forty 
Salon Kitty Boudreaux, who will 
serve that office this year. 

Delicious poor boy sandwiches 
roast beef and that special Frank Nesom 
barbecue sauce were served Voya- 
geurs Nesom, Leo Spann, Jules Lamothe, 
Adjutant the 6th District, and 
George May, Jr., Chef Gare, Voiture 
340, Baton Rouge. This treat was pro- 
vided through the generosity Voiture 
Nationale’s annual cash gift the lo- 
cal Voiture. The fund administered 
the Carville Co-Ordinating Commit- 
tee the Grande Voiture Louisiana. 

Among the guests present were, past 
department commander James Casser- 
ly, New Orleans, one Carville’s pio- 
neer friends, and Mrs. Casserly, who or- 
ganized the local Eight and Forty Salon; 
Mrs. Lloyd Adams, Miss 
dale, Richard, Mrs, Nesom and 
Mrs, Leo Spann. 

The Spann Unit 188, American 
essay contest our local school. 
Carl Elcer, wife the resident 
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Knight, 


incoming Commander 
Spann Post 188, receives congratula- 
tions his election from Carlisle Rich- 
ard, Baton Rouge, 6th District Commander 
while Joe Martinez, past Commander looks 


chaplain, Americanism chairman and 
chaplain the Unit. She will lay down 
the rules the contest and the 
title the near future, 

s * * 

Nothing more conducive pleas- 
ant afternoon than friendly people, full 
good humor who come bring- 
ing delicious Louisiana cuisine. This 
basically, description the mem- 
bers Lee Castille AmVet Post and 
Unit No. New Iberia, Louisiana, 
and the activities enjoyed here, Sun- 
day afternoon, Octcber 11. All veterans 
hospitalized here and their dates were 
guests the New Iberia Post and Unit 
delicious homecooked fried chicken 
dinner topped off with special 
home made cakes. 

Deare, this year’s 
Commander AmVets, who himself 
member Post No. headed the 
group. Other officers the Post and 
Unit making the trip were Miss Wazeta 
Tevy, Unit President, Post Commander 
Dorothy Tevy and Post Finance Officer 
Betty DeCuir. have not erred giv- 
ing feminine names Post officers for 
Commander Tevy was WAC and Fin- 
ance Officer DeCuir was WAVE 
WWII; both veterans their own right, 

Mrs, Louise Tevy, Mrs. Lena Lan- 
dry, Mr, and Mrs. Hugh Fisher, 
Broussard, Lloyd DeCuir and Margie 
Derouen were also the group making 
the Carville trip. Some our WWII 
veterans are members the Foss- 


Landry Post, AmVets, Baton Rouge. 
* * * 

The third anniversary Charter 
Night for the Point Clair Lions Club, 
celebrated Sunday, October was 
entertaining evening for large group 
visitors, hospital personnel 
tients. The spacious ballroom was color- 
fully decorated the Lions Club colors 
purple and 

James Hynes, personal represent- 
ative Governor Kennon, 
dent the Baton Rouge Rotary Club, 


was the featured speaker. urged all 
service clubs work protect our 
American way life against encroach- 
from creeping un-Americanisms. 

Champagne, East Baton Rouge 
Club, emceed the program. Miss 
Lee Burton, Baton Rouge, who arranged 
the entertainment commented, 
ways enjoy coming Carville and 
never any problem secure entertainers. 
just phone friends that going 
and they gerly ask they can come, 
too.” Miss Burton opened the festivities 
with piano solos and later played and 
sang request selections. Tom Milliken 
and his Barber Shop Quartet Baton 
Rouge, all top-notch singers, brought 
down the house with their humorous 
rendition operatic number, Jackie 
Braud’s tap dancing was well received, 
and Gwen Gallegos sang several num- 
bers, 


Darryl 
greets Lions District Governor Leon He- 


Broussard (right background) 


bert, Baton Rouge. Champagne and 
James Hynes speaker’s table 

Darryl Broussard, president the 
Clair Lions Club, presented 
service award District Governor 
Hebert during the evening. 

Among other guests here for the oc- 
casion were: Elmer Stewart, Shreveport, 
past International Director 
Harold Ancill and Mrs. Ancill 
Honolulu, The Ancills, vacationing 
the States, had heard about the Pt. Clair 
Lions Club from Lawrence Judd, former 
governor Hawaii, and 
their Louisiana tour include attend- 
ance the party. 

Refreshments included three-tiered 
birthday cake, gift the dietetic de- 
partment the hospital, and punch. 

Lions Zone Meeting Held Here 

meeting the Lions Clubs Zone 
was held here September Rep- 
resentatives from White Castle, Don- 
aldsonville and Carville attended, and 
club problems, management 
ties were discussed, Plans are now under 


way for intra-club meeting later 
date. 
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has been said that “home where 
you hang your For all us, for 
the duration our sojourn, this com- 
munity our home, one lives 
metropolis and hangs his hat one 
several hundred apartments the same 
building unit not infrequent that 
does not know who occupies the 
partment next door down the hall. 
Our community small and everyone 
knows everyone else, where each lives, 
his marital status, what medical treat- 
ment takes, and sometimes thinks 
knows the other’s thoughts. 
the same entertainments, one our 
two chapels, and usually belong one 
more the same clubs. 

All were invited the wiener 
roast near the minature golf course, 
Labor Day weekend, Our friend, Mrs. 
Irma Griffatta, New Orleans, who al- 
ways thinks nice things for us, 
was hostess. Mrs. Griffatta Carville 
Hosvital Chairman for her Felix-Veau 
Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary 
Unit. 

The Patients’ Federation sponsored 
the Labor Day activities. Outdoor antics 
and games had been arranged Don- 
ald King, entertainment chairman, and 
picnic supper was served the die- 
tetic staff, under the oaks, impromp- 
softball game between the Diasones 
and Promines was the closing event. 

Next day, September school bells 
rang our community. Now the reader 
must feel that the opening school 
was interest only the small fry, but 
how wrong addition the 
students enrolled for regular classes, 
and only fraction these could 
classed children, adults also en- 
tered school all over again. The advan- 
tages derived from additional edu- 
cation under: the capable direction 
our staff three registered teachers are 
just too important passed Gas- 
ton England teaching mathematics 
and science; Mrs, Gravemberg, English 
and social studies and Miss Jones, com- 
mercial courses and history. This the 
first year that the commercial courses 
have been offered and while bookkeep- 
ing and typing were the first interest 
for some the registrants, the distaff 
side our STAR staff has begun re- 
fresher course shorthand, Having 
taught school here for nine years, myself, 
some former students are agape 
the idea their ex-teacher, now grand- 
mother, enrolling student, hope 
will serve example others. 

While chatting about school I’ve had 
two former students that 
has pleased me. One the boys, Rich- 
ard, who addition being excel- 
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lent student, and well-mannered 
youngster, was also the star pitcher 
our softball team, his home-town 
has made good his school and one 
the ball teams, too. Another 
former students, also nice fellow, has 
finished his high school work and 
freshman one the universities. Our 
good wishes both boys for continued 
success, 

The new Story and Clarke studio type 
upright piano our ballroom got 
workout when Claiborne Williams 
dance band gave out with hot jive 
the evening September 16. This was 
the annual Diez seis (Mexican In- 
dependence Day) celebration sponsored 
our Mexican Club for the enjoyment 
everyone. Raul Avalos, President, 
carried out typical Latin-American 
idea, never before witnessed here. 
the center the ballroom, suspended 
from the ceiling was replica ship 
decked out colorful crepe paper. The 
guests were invited break the 
ta,” while blindfolded, allowing the sur- 
prise treats spill all over the floor. 
Cigarettes, candies and gum were gath- 
ered eager hands. 

This was the first dance the fall 
season and the girls came out new 
evening dresses, those the shorter cock- 
tail length would have pleased Dior. 
They were every shade the rain- 
bow and made from every fabric known 
dress designers. Very few the tra- 
ditional Mexican costumes were evi- 
dence. According Raul Avalos, ex- 
penses for the evening’s entertainment 
were defrayed contributions from 
members the Mexican Club and from 
funds raised bingo 

The music lovers our community 
turned out hear Miss Mary Lynn 
Carvell, dramatic soprano, Baton 
Rouge, Sunday evening, September 20. 
Miss Carvell, very attractive young 
woman, student Mrs. Frances 
Fischer having begun her training 
1949 Little Rock, Arkansas, Miss Car- 
vell has appeared with the Little Rock 
Civic Light Opera Company num- 
ber operettas and this season will 
soloist with the Junior Philharmonic 
New Orleans. 

suited all tastes and her selections 
from Schumann, Schubert, Fourdrain 
and Mascagni were sung the original 
languages. Among the most popular of- 
férings were “Siboney” and 
Funicula,” but they vied popularity 
with the lighter “Because,” “All the 
Things You Are,” and Without Song.” 
Tohn Adams, Miss Carvell’s accompan- 
ist, rendered several piano solos add 
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the enjoyable evening music. 

Miss Carvell first came Carville 
general visitor and when she was 
shown our theatre with its facilities be- 
gan thinking bringing concert. 
She wrote Rickman, Jr., di- 
rector community activities, and 
made the arrangements for Miss Car- 
vell’s appearance here. 

Before the first cool snaps autumn, 
the lovers the outdoors discovered 
that the pecans were beginning fall. 
foot, bicycle and motor scooter 
headed for the former cattle pastures 
see what our chances good har- 
vest were. had completely forgotten 
that cows not only give fresh milk but 
also keep the grass from growing waist 
high around the trees. The dairy was 
closed and all the cattle sold last Spring 
and could scarcely see the trees and 
couldn’t see the ground beneath each 
one for the high weeds. Many were 
feeling rather depressed over the pros- 
pects pecans everywhere which 
wouldn’t able find the weeds, 
when heard tractor engines running. 
Climbing back bikes scooters 
followed the sound and our joy saw 
what looked like army trac- 
tors, mowers, rakers and balers busily 
ridding our fields the past months’ 
growth hay. Does anything smell bet- 
than new mown hay? Being curious 
asked questions and learned that the 
manager the St. Gabriel penal farm, 
Camp had agreed clear our pas- 
tures for the hay. understand that 
there are over 1,000 head cattle 
Camp and this hay will used 
feed them during the winter. 

The sidewalk superintendents our 
midst had whale good time 
vising construction the 100’ 50’ 
plaza front recreation build- 
ing. Since our buildings 
the there hasn’t been bit 
work going that they could suner- 
vise, This plaza serve combi- 
nation outdoor recreation and parking 
area. During the hot months summer, 
band concerts, informal juke box dances 
and gab fests can enjoyed the out- 
doors. During the rainy winter season 
will provide parking space for visitors’ 
cars near enough the entrance the 
recreation center that they won’t get 
drenched before getting shelter. 
Grapevine reporters tell that outdoor 
furnishings tables, chairs and gay 
striped umbrellas will 

Until hear some more news from 
the rocking chair brigade, the sidewalk 
story-tellers, over our efficient grape- 
vine radio this brings you up-to-date 
news from the home front. 


you very much for sending 
copy THE STAR (June 1953) 
which you have printed note the 
work which Doctor Lew and have 
done with isoniazid the treatment 
murine leprosy. Our work was reported 
the meeting the United States- 
Mexico Border Public Health Service 
held April Paso. Doctor Lew 
and have additional favorable infor- 
mation which are planning pre- 
sent the Sixth International Congress 
Madrid. 

only comment concerning Sister 
Hilary Ross’s remarks that although 
the life span the rat relatively short 
compared that man, the disease 
persists throughout the lifetime the 
rat which may months, Fur- 
thermore experience, the drugs 
that have been effective murine lep- 
rosy are, rule, effective human 
leprosy. 

Charles Carpenter, M.D. 
Professor Infectious 


University California 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Isoniazid the new drug acclaimed 
tuberculosis treatment. Murine lepresy 
experimental disease rats said 
similar but not the same Hansen’s 
disease. Isoniazid was tried Carville 
and apparently found not effective 
gainst Hansen’s disease. was discon- 
tinued, but still being used the 
treatment Hansen’s disease some 
Cowdry’s experimental work with 
Promin “murine leprosy” set the 
stage for the original trial Promin 
esting learn details the “additional 


favorable information,” —Ed. 
* 


are all aware the implications 
the word leprosy our society. 

Yap have twenty-five Americans 
and seven thousand Yapese. general 
the Yapese not have our bad associa- 
tions with the word leprosy. this com- 
munity, relatively easy for in- 
struct the Americans (lay and religious) 
the true nature the disease. 
have suggested that another word 
used the translations the Bible in- 
the Yapese lanuage. this way, 
hope that the bad associations have 
with the name leprosy will not 
handed the Yapese. 

Dr. John Valentine 

District Director Public Health 

Trust Territory the Pacific Islands 
Yap, Western Caroline Islands 

Dr. Valentine has left the Trust Ter- 
ritory for vacation Japan and the 
Philippines where will visit com- 
munities before going new post 
Canada. —Ed. 
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Dr. Lendrum’s article entitled, 
Name Leprosy” that appeared re- 
cent issue THE STAR deserves wid- 
est circulation. His historical summary 
the development the meaning 
the word from Biblical days our own 
reveals sound scholarship. There appears 
little doubt that the Biblical word “lep- 
rosy” did not refer originally any spec- 
ific disease, and Lendrum’s presenta- 
tion heartily confirms that point view. 


Marvin Rabbi 

Liberal Synagogue 
Baton Rouge, La. 


The conviction seems gaining 
ground among Bible students that the 
disease called tzara’ath not identical 
with Hansen’s disease. One cannot but 
agree, therefore, that would wise 
advisable change the name the 


Dr. Mendel Silber 
New Orleans, La. 


Dr. Silber M.D. and Jew- 
ish Rabbi, with scholarly background 
Hebrew, Greek and Latin studies,-Ed. 


have read with much interest Dr. 
Frederick Lendrum’s article, “The 
Name Leprosy.” This scholarly physi- 
cian has relied the most ancient man- 
uscripts this careful study, which 
should serve authoritative reference 
work for future discussions this sub- 
ject. 

heartily commend THE STAR 
its purpose promote educated pub- 
lic opinion Hansen’s disease. All who 
believe social justice and Christian 
sympathetic understanding should en- 
courage you your effort bring 
change the attitude the public to- 
ward this disease. 


Robert Goodwin, Professor 
Theological Seminary 
Alexandria, Va. 


have had occasion write you sev- 
eral times indicating support con- 
nection with your battle against the 
words “leprosy” and “leper.” 

During the past six months have 
given lectures before thirty-five organi- 
zations using most the time the topic 
“Romance Medicine.” last ad- 
dress was before the Rotary Club 
New York the Commodore Hotel with 
audience 600. This group included 
foreigners and 150 Rotarians from 
states addition the 450 members 
New York. You may rest assured that 
told the story the sulfones and the 
wonderful fight you are sponsoring 
attempt have the expression “Han- 
sen’s disease” adopted. 

Ever since the introduction Promin 
Carville the early 40’s, have been 
telling the the sulfones. 


for the Fall, Winter and Spring, and 
have about fifteen dates already and 
have found necessary turn down 
others. 

have read the article Dr. Len- 
drum, and you wish send about 
copies, shall distribute them when 
give talks, 

Harvey Merker, Sc. 

Director Scientific Relations 

Parke, Davis and Company 
Detroit, Michigan 

Dr. Merker, leader civic and 
entific circles Detroit, author and 
co-author scientific papers. 
are indeed fortunate have man 
his high caliber actively with 

* * * 

This place which more than hos- 
pital, founded the patients 
about years ago. has five hospitals 
for patients who have been overcome 
the disease. The rest live houses 
owned the government and still others 
live property their own. There 
are about many cured persons well 
well persons living together with the 
patients. relation treatments, there 
only exists the “mother (DDS) 
and wasn’t until year ago that Pro- 
min and Diasone were administered here 
but was suspended spite our ask- 
ing the government for it, being hard 
get pharmacies where costs seven 
cents 

Please keep sending THE STAR reg- 
ularly. 


Pablo Rozo Cifuentes 
Agua Dios, Rep. Colombia 


physician working tuberculo- 
sis hospitals, particularly interested 
receiving THE STAR. 


Elvira Seno, M.D. 
Hospital 
Waukesha, Wisconsin 


wish were possible for everyone 
pay visit Carville did and see 
the fine treatment and the remarkable 
successes. The morale the patients 
comparable only the ones the Pol- 
Foundation Hospital Warm 
Springs, Ga, 

Sam Anderson, M.D. 


Atlanta, Georgia 


Through interested persons Edin- 
burg, have had the pleasure read- 
ing current issue THE STAR and 
highly esteem the great work you are 
doing. Not wanting continue an- 
the millions ignorant citi- 
zens America Hansen’s disease 
herewith send check for subscrip- 
tion. 

Rev. Rogers 


First Baptist Church 
Bronte, Texas 


October 1953 
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you should about disease 


“In order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with successfully compre- 
hensive scale and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for its 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference (Hansen’s 


Cairo, Egypt, 


medical world classes disease “feebly com- 
but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age, also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continen- 
United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
and Florida, and California slight extent. Outside 
these states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. This 
statement supported recommendations the American 
Public Health Association (Control 
eases Man, These APHA recommendations are 
with U.S. Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded fifty-eight years ago. 
date not single member the medical ‘or nursing staff 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 10, are ad- 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 


and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the- 


incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc. With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence, What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 
* * * 

the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, “The good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 


daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


March, 1938 


mitted They are not required take any special pre- 
cautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their home semi-annually 
for periods month, 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s, Once that determined, the 6,000- 
year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible for 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
(exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* * * 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N-H., 
N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communi- 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 
N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted any social gather- 
ing. 
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SUPERSTITIOUS 


This horror so-called leprosy nothing but survival like beliefs about passing under ladder 
witchcraft which came down from our ancestors and should discarded have shed others. 


Molesworth, M.D. (Sydney) 
From article The Medical Journal Australia 


better watch out 
this 
all about 
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and put them rout. 
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